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The young King admonished Pfordten daily to find some means
of maintaining peace.1 There was naturally no thought of dis-
missing any Ministers in these difficult times and Ludwig II
only now answered his grandfather's letter of 4th January,
advising him to keep this Minister: 'I have carefully studied
the contents of this instructive letter, and have decided to read
it over again very often so that it is well impressed on my mind
and that I may act accordingly/2

The old King, meanwhile, had also not been idle. He had
addressed himself directly to the King of Prussia: 'Your Majesty
inspired me with confidence, with great confidence, when I saw
Your Majesty; I therefore address myself to Your Majesty and
express my views frankly. ... An unjust war is a horrible thing
in this world, but the responsibility for it is still more horrible.
War between Austria and Prussia is fraught with incalculable
consequences and might easily have the most disastrous ones.
Your Majesty, whose name may shine with renown in history,
would not wish it to be said that King Wilhelm's desire for
expansion plunged the German Fatherland into ruin. These
words come from a well-meaning heart. With the sincerest wish
that peace may be maintained, Your Majesty's devoted Ludwig I/3

Relations between Austria and Prussia had now become so
tense that military preparations were being made in both countries
and in Italy, and it seemed as if the whole world spoke of nothing
but war. King Ludwig could not bear to remain in Nice any longer.
He considered that in these difficult times his place was in his
own country, particularly as he was told on all sides of the peculiar
attitude of his grandson and of the latter's complete indifference
to the important questions which had arisen. On 8th May
Prussia mobilized her whole army, and the Austrian Minister in
Munich became more bellicose than ever.

The news from Berlin had given Pfordten cause for thought.
If Prussia were mobilizing, Bavaria must do likewise, although
her army had been seriously neglected by both the first and
second Ludwig and could not command any great respect. A
nation which could not rely on the support of its armed forces
was not qualified to speak at the Conference table. The fear of
being overrun by Prussia caused the Government to decide upon
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